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Memo No. &9 /4A-10/2012 Dated: 0. 07.2023

ORDER

WHEREAS the West Bengal Pollution Control Board, Department of Environment, Government
of West Bengal is concerned about various complaints against the illegal mining of minor minerals
such as river sand, black stone, China Clay etc., having mining lease area less than 5 hectare which
are operating without proper statutory licenses and without adopting proper pollution control

systems and measures and thereby creating environmental hazards and various other environmental
problem.

AND WHEREAS the West Bengal Pollution Control Board (hereinafter will be referred to as the
State Board) is executing the provisions of the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1974, the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, and the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986 and Rules framed thereunder for Prevention and Control of Pollution within the
territorial jurisdiction of West Bengal.

AND WHEREAS the State Board by the order bearing No.3895/43L/WPB/2003 dated 09/12/2010
declared the Block Development Officer, Sub-Divisional Officer of all the Districts, West Bengal
as Ex-Officio Environment Officers of the State Board. They were delegated powers to inspect and
monitoring of the stone queries and stone crushing units and also to issue ‘Consent to Establish’
(NOC) and “Consent to Operate’ maintaining the norms and procedure as mentioned tflerein.

AND WHEREAS in the said Order of the State Board, the District Magistrates were declared as
“Ex-Officio Senior Environmental Officer" of the State Board and powers were also!delegated to
the District Magistrates of all the Districts of West Bengal to issue regulatory order against the
stone queries and stone crushing units in the form of closure, disconnection of, electricity, water
line and also to exercise such powers as conferred under the Water (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1974, the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 and Environment

(protection) Act, 1986 and Rules framed thereunder, for the purpose of abatement of pollution from
the Stone quarries and stone crushing units.

AND WHEREAS the Ministry of Environment and Forest & Climatic Change, Govt. of India
issued Notifications dated 15-01-2016 and 20-01-2016 in order to streamline process of issuance of
Environmental Clearance (EC) for mining minerals units, as mentioned therein.

AND WHEREAS the District Level Environment Impact Assessment Authority (DEIAA) and
District Expert Appraisal Committee (DEAC) have been constituted by the West Bengal
Government at all the Districts towards issuance of EC for such units dealing with mining of minor

ISSUED






